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high quality universal pre-k 
High quality universal pre-k (HQUP) programs have
been shown to:
 - positively impact learning and development over
the life course
 - build socio-emotional skills 
 - reduce school dropout rates
 - reduce crime and delinquency
 - improve workforce preparedness
 - increases economic earnings in adulthood

and so much more!

Local support for these programs is strong. Akron’s
Mayor, Shammas Malik, endorsed the development
of HQUP during his campaign and SEI’s First Things
First Collaborative Action Network found support for
these programs across over a dozen local ECL
agencies. 

kindergarten readiness
Attending HQUP helps prepare children for
Kindergarten. Kindergarten readiness (KR), as
measured by the Kindergarten Readiness
Assessment (KRA), is complex as it relies on
many factors across Summit County and
beyond.
The KRA is administered to all Kindergarten
students at the beginning of the school year.

However, there are many differences among
families regarding the decision of when to
send their child to school. Sometimes, this is
not a matter of actual readiness gaps, but
rather variation in the resources necessary to
keep a child home for another year. Well-
resourced families have broader options with
which to weigh their decisions.
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The KRA measures student readiness in language and literacy, mathematics, social foundations, physical well-being and motor
development. Overall scores (OISR) are categorized by the Ohio Department of Education into Emerging, Approaching, or

Demonstrating Readiness.

One subscale, Language and Literacy (KRA-LL)  is aligned with the Third Grade Reading Guarantee, with a score of 263 and
above indicating that a student is ON TRACK for meeting the guarantee.
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“You have to Maslow before you can Bloom”
First Things First Breakfast 2023,

a Collaborative Action Network of SEI
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Building a Bright Future for Summit County’s Children
Summit Education Initiative is committed to ensuring students are
ready for their first day of kindergarten.  Students who start
kindergarten on track are more likely to pass third-grade reading,
setting them up for future success. 

To support this crucial milestone, SEI facilitates several
Collaborative Action Networks (CANs) focused on ECL and KR. In
addition to our networks, we developed the 16 for Success Tip
Card, which comprises 16 of the developmental skills needed for
kindergarten readiness. Along with the tip card, SEI has worked
with the Barberton & Akron-Summit County Public Library to
create the 16 for Success booklist, which includes a carefully
curated list of books that promote these essential skills.
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bridging the gap

Early Childhood Learning (ECL), a term
encompassing both HQUP and Kindergarten
Readiness, helps meet children’s needs and is
linked to a myriad of positive long-term life
outcomes, including upward economic mobility,
positive health outcomes, and increased
educational attainment.

Needs-based pre-k programs have been
effective at improving ECL experiences and
lifetime socio-economic outcomes for
disadvantaged youth, but their reach is limited
only to those who qualify. 

Establishing systems that bring quality learning
experiences to all children from the beginning
of their lives is a critical step toward closing
achievement and equity gaps.
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