Researching Colleges

Objective: 	Students will use a resource, like StudentEdge, to research college profiles, build a college list, and contact colleges of interest.

Grade Level:	 10th and 11th

Materials:	Worksheets 3 A & 3 B

Time: 		Overall 25–30 min
Tasks 1 and 2 5–10 min
Tasks 3 and 4 15–20 min

Activity: 	Task 1 Ask students to complete Worksheet 3 A and then discuss their answers as a group.

Discussion Question:  Why did they select certain types of information?
Expected Answers 
• Answers will vary, but may relate to personal preferences, academic goals, future plans, and financial situations

Discussion Question:  How did they decide what they would want to learn about?
Expected Answers 
· Answers will vary, but may relate to personal preferences, academic goals, future plans, and financial situations

Task 2 Ask students to complete Worksheet 3 B. Remind them to use the school profiles in StudentEdge to complete the exercise.
Discuss the exercise as a group.

Discussion Question:  How do the answers they found affect their opinion of the colleges?
Expected Answers 
· Answers will vary, but students should explain how and why their opinions changed or remained the same

Discussion Question:  What further questions do they have about the schools?
Expected Answers 
· Answers will vary, but may relate to personal preferences, academic goals, future plans, and financial situations

Discussion Question:  How can they get answers to those questions?
Expected Answers 
· Read the school profiles in StudentEdge
· Go to the colleges’ websites
· Contact the colleges for more information
· Speak to admissions counselors

Task 3 Remind students that they can contact colleges for more information.
Note that the school profiles often contain direct links to request information.

Discussion Question:  What do students think are the benefits of contacting schools?
Expected Answers 
· Receive more information
· Get to know the admissions staff
· Signal their interest in the school
· Allow the admissions staff to get to know them

Task 4 Encourage students to add any colleges they’re interested in to their saved schools list.

Assignment: 	Instruct students to continue to research colleges, add at least three colleges to their saved list, and contact at least two colleges that they’re interested in.



Source: My StudentEdge website, Researching Colleges, www.mystudentedge.com

