Postsecondary Search/Comparison

Note: VirtualCollege Tours, College MatchMaker, College Navigator or The School Finder can be used with the Researching Colleges activity in place of the StudentEdge website. 

CampusTours.com – Virtual College Tours http://www.campustours.com/default.aspx
In addition to finding demographic information on colleges of their choice, students can find videos that provide more insight into what the college offers, and can even go on a virtual tour of the campus. This is a great way to spark interest in getting on a campus for a formal college visit, but can also help students see the campus if going for a visit isn’t possible. 
*Requires access to Flash player and other video players like YouTube.

College Board – College MatchMaker http://collegesearch.collegeboard.com/search/index.jsp  
This is an informative resource. In addition to allowing students to compare and find similar colleges, they can find out whether they are on track academically to gain acceptance to the college and how they stack up compared to current freshman at the institution. Students can make their search as narrow or as broad as they would like.  They can also save their search results, but must first create a free account. 

IES National Center for Education Statistics – College Navigator http://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/
College Navigator is similar to College Board’s College MatchMaker.  Students have the ability to use filters to narrow their search, and can compare those selected as favorites. However, the information is presented in a statistical format (charts, tables, graphs).  There isn’t an option to create an account or to save searches, so students should be prepared to export their comparisons and save (Excel file) or print them.
 
 Peterson’s StudentEdge – Accessible with account only 
StudentEdge is an online resource that administrators can use to communicate with students/parents and track their progress.  Students can use the site to guide them through exploring careers, researching colleges, preparing for college entrance exams, searching for scholarships, get help with homework and more. For administrator tracking, students/parents should set up an account using the administrator’s school  access code.

The Princeton Review – The School Finder http://www.princetonreview.com/schoolsearch.aspx?sch=College
To have full access to the resources of the site, students will need to create a free account. Students should be aware, however, that Princeton Review is a test preparation company and they might be solicited to purchase materials and services. 

U.S. Military – 10 Steps to Joining the Military http://www.military.com/Recruiting/Home/ 
This site is a good resource to learn about the different branches of the military. Students can read about each branch and the careers they offer, determine their eligibility, learn about and prepare for the ASVAB (registration required), contact a recruiter, and more.   

Skilled Trades  http://www.skilledtrades.com/ 
This website shows the different industries served by skilled trade workers and provides contact information for a local representative. 
Ohio Apprenticeships http://jfs.ohio.gov/apprenticeship/ 
This website provides information for those interested in becoming an apprentice in a skilled trade profession. Opportunities in the state of Ohio are posted at http://jfs.ohio.gov/apprenticeship/Apprenticeship%20Opportunities.stm and eligibility requirements, which in some cases include the successful completion of an Algebra class, are listed as well as opportunities to apply. Students interested in this option will be able to see what opportunities are in demand and where they are available. 
