Discovering Your Best Fit College

Objective: 	Students will use StudentEdge to search for colleges that meet their criteria and review their search results.

Grade Level:	 10th and 11th

Materials:	StudentEdge, Worksheet 2

Time: 		Overall 20–30 min
Tasks 1 and 2 10–15 min
Tasks 3 and 4 10–15 min

Activity: 	Task 1 Ask students to complete Section A of Worksheet 2 and then discuss the answers as a group.

Discussion Question:  What are some reasons why it’s important for students to find schools that will be the best fit for them?

Expected Answers
· Helps them get the most out of their college experience
· Increases their chances of staying at and graduating from the school
· Minimizes debt

Discussion Question:  In what areas of their lives do students want to match well with colleges?

Expected Answers
· Academic, personal, social, financial

Task 2 Ask students to complete Section B of Worksheet 2 and then discuss the criteria they listed as a group.

Discussion Question:  Why did they select certain criteria?

Expected Answers 
· Answers will vary, but may relate to personal preferences, academic goals, future plans, and financial situations

Discussion Question:  How did they determine how important certain criteria were?
Expected Answers 
· Answers will vary, but may relate to personal preferences, academic goals, future plans, and financial situations

Discussion Question:  What other criteria can they think of that would be of less importance to them?

Expected Answers 
· Answers will vary

Task 3 Instruct students to use StudentEdge’s college search tool—they’ll answer questions about their goals and preferences, and get a list of schools that meet their criteria.

Remind students that they can update their search criteria as necessary throughout high school.

Task 4 When students are finished, instruct them to review their results list.

Assignment: 	Instruct students to continue to update their search criteria as their preferences change and review their results list.
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