Barriers to Employment

Objective: 	For this activity, students evaluate various barriers to employment and ways to overcome them.

Grade Level:	9th – 12th 

Materials:	On the blackboard or flipchart, write the topic in large, printed letters, "Barriers to Employment." 
Distribute paper and writing utensils.

Time: 	15 minutes

Activity: 	Lead your students in brainstorming using the Delphi Technique (modified). This method insures participation by all in the group and generates a large number of ideas. 
Give participants three minutes to write down anything they can think of that keeps anyone from getting a job. For example, lack of training or lack of transportation to work. 
At the end of the idea-generating period, post participants' ideas on the blackboard or flipchart, numbering each idea. Remind participants not to pass judgment on the ideas. 
Get the ideas from participants in a round robin style with each participant reading an idea until all of them have one idea posted. Note: Ask students not to share duplicate ideas. Then get the second idea from each participant. Repeat this until all the ideas from all the participants are posted. If new ideas emerge while sharing, add them to the list. 
Have the group find solutions to the barriers on the list. Methods discussed by the group may be accepted more easily than if you present solutions for them. If the group seems stuck, move to another barrier or suggest a few ideas yourself. 
You can generate a handout, identified by the name of the student group or with student names for future use by other students.
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